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Preface

Some of us remember the adoption of the first Comprehensive Plan for the Town of
Meredith in 1985. There have been many changes since then — fewer dairy farms,
more second homes, the beginnings of an alternative farming movement, more
computer-dependent and home-based businesses. But with all the changes, the people
who live here still value the things they valued twenty years ago: clean air and water,
the agricultural community and its rural landscape, open space and beautiful views, and
the peace of living close to nature.

The essential spirit of this updated Comprehensive Plan came from our neighbors, the
citizens of Meredith. It came from their conversations with us as we drove the back
roads looking for small farms and home-based businesses; it came from their responses
to the questionnaires we sent to every household before the actual work on the plan
began; it came from their ideas and observations during the town meeting we held to
discuss the life of the town and our hopes for its future. We are most grateful to our
townspeople for their generous participation and assistance, and we hope they see their
vision of the town they live in and love reflected here.

We would like to thank our Town Supervisor Frank Bachler and the members of the
Town Board for their unstinting support and encouragement through this long process;
and we thank Nicole Franzese, Director of the Delaware County Planning Department,
for her wisdom and clarity.

Finally, we owe an enormous debt of gratitude to Mike Clugston. Without his tireless
work of compilation and interpretation; his imagination in making statistics, maps, and
charts intelligible; his good-natured patience through endless revisions; this
Comprehensive Plan might still be in limbo. Thank you, Mike.
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